Welcome to

angler’s Lair
House Information for Guests

!1

Your hosts Janet Jones & Nick Varnum
8956-8669/8601-5294
wahoofishingtours@gmail.com
House Phone 2750-0393
House internet: Anglers Lair
Password: duck3825
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Welcome
Dear Guest,
Welcome to our home, which we invite you to make your home away from
home! We hope that you have a great stay at Angler’s Lair and enjoy the
jungle, beach, and unique culture of the South Caribbean—Caribe Sur— as
much as we do.
Whether you’re here to unwind and relax or to fill your time with adventure,
we know you will be making some great memories. We hope you are able
to get your Pura Vida on early, and learn to appreciate the “cool vibe” that
Puerto Viejo is famous for. In your first days here, I might suggest you avoid
a heavy schedule. The humidity and heat can be a bit difficult to get used
to, especially after the long day(s) of travel. Relax…. the hammocks or the
beach are a great place to spend the first day(s)!
We’d like you to find the accommodations both clean and comfortable.
Maintaining a home in a tropical rain forest is a bit of a challenge, but we try
to keep the home up to the standards that we, as travelers, would expect. If
we’ve fallen short, or something goes awry during your stay, contact us
immediately by email at wahoofishingtours@gmail.com, or by cell phone
to Nick-8601-5294 or Janet 8956-8669.
If we are not staying on site during your visit, we are probably close-by and
will periodically stop by to check on things. Again, if you have any questions
or concerns during your visit, please don’t hesitate to let us know.
Cheers, and here’s to a truly wonderful vacation at Angler’s Lair!
Janet and Nick
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About your Hosts
We first visited Costa Rica in December 2004, vacationing with our 4 children, and visiting
Nick’s parents who had recently moved to Northern Guanacaste area. We did the typical
tourist thing, with the Lonely Planet’s Guide to Costa Rica in our hand, we visited Arenal
Volcano with it’s lava flowing, the hippie surf town of Dominical, and on a whim, and
despite warnings, the “rustica” Caribe Sur.
We stayed at a small eco-lodge just a short distance from where we now reside. Bikes
outnumbered cars three to one, and, in fact, horses might have outnumbered cars! Driving
through Puerto Viejo, bikes and pedestrians ignored our car weaving around potholes, but
made way for a small herd of horses that were walking, unaccompanied, through town.
Reggae pouring out over the street in an endless loop. We wished out loud that Marley
could have lived another 10 years to write another 100 songs… we came to rate the live
music performances as “Bob, Barely Bob and Bad Bob”. Yet, Janet knew instantly that she
had arrived where she always wanted to be.
We heard about a man who had land for sale, and incredibly we looked at only one lot
before agreeing to purchase. We returned 3 months later to pay the man, find a builder,
and lay plans for an eventual move… likely upon retirement—haha! That first year we
traveled here from our home in the Pacific Northwest 6 times to coordinate construction,
which was an amazingly easy effort. By June 2005, we were vacationing in our jungle
home. On October 5, 2010, our final trip as a “tourist”, going through immigration we
realized it was our 14th wedding anniversary and this marked our 21st trip to Costa Rica in
just under 6 years! Yeah, this was home and we applied for residency.
What do we miss most? Oregon’s Pinot Noir, Trader Joe’s, and of course, our kids, and with
our first grandchild born in March 2018, likely this list will change. We truly love it here.
What’s not to love… beautiful beaches, lush jungles, amazing wildlife, endless gardens,
activities and when I slow down, a culture that endorses it—even expects it!
Our pura vida—Pure Life—includes a busy, yet play-full, life of running a fishing, snorkeling
and dolphin tour company called Wahoo Fishing & Tours. We have a partnership in HOT
ROCKS Bar & Restaurant in Puerto Viejo, and of course, we host guests in our vacation
home(s). For several years we rented only the first floor of our Caribbean style home. Now
we are knee deep in a new beachfront building project, so we offer our whole house for
rent as we live on site at the new beach project. It sounds like a lot, but we seem to like it
that way.
If we are not occupying the un-rented portion of the house, we visit the property daily to
maintain the pool, work in the garden or to just check in with you, our guests. The
legendary dog, Zuri, a 5 year old Rhodesian Ridgeback, stays with us, and Delgado, tigerstriped and lion tempered, stays on this property. Make no mistake about it. Zuri will love
to meet you and check out your meal discards, Delgado will own you as his own—he has
been known to bring guests “gifts”, typically you’ll want to give them back, or at least ask
him not to deliver them before the first cup of coffee.
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Safety, Security, and Money
In case of emergency, call 911, the Touristic Police at 2750-0452, and us 8601-5294.
While the risk of security problems is small, there are petty thieves in the area who look for
opportunities to steal belongings from travelers, so it’s important to stay vigilant. To
prevent theft, the bedrooms are equipped with door and window locks. Please lock up after
yourself when you go out, and at night. Security screens allow you to sleep with the
shutters open if you like.
We recommend that you keep your passport and other valuables hidden in your room or in
the bodega which you will be given access to upon arrival. We also suggest that you put all
your electronics away when you go out and when you go to bed. Don’t leave things in the
open areas or lying in view from the windows. In brief:
Don’t leave valuables out in plain site.
Lock up your rental bikes.
When you leave the house, take as few valuables as possible. In general, don’t be
flashy – items that you may regard as commonplace back home (e.g. smart phones or
laptops) are considered luxuries by many of the locals.
• Lock the doors and use the bodega.
•
•
•

Banking and Currency
• The bank ATMs (Banco de Costa Rica or Banco Nacional) in Puerto Viejo are the easiest
places to withdraw cash. See below for locations. (Note: Puerto Viejo's ATMs sometimes
run out of cash or are down for technical reasons, so don't wait until you're out of money
to get more. BCR recently limited daily withdrawals to two $100 withdrawals or
equivalent.)
• There are 3 good places to exchange money, all located in Puerto Viejo. Don’t forget to
bring your passport if you are going into one of the offices.
• Banco de Costa Rica / BCR (2750-0707, 2750-0486) – located on the main road
near the entrance to Puerto Viejo from Cahuita. Opposite side of the street from
the ocean, across from supermarket. Office open Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm.
ATM open 6 am - 10 pm (ATM Visa/Plus and Mastercard/Cirrus affiliated).
• Banco Nacional (2750-0898)– located just around the corner from Banco de
Costa Rica on a side street that runs away from the ocean. Office open Monday to
Friday 8:30am – 3:45pm. ATM open 6 am - 10 pm (ATM Visa/Plus and Mastercard/
Cirrus affiliated).
• Puerto Viejo Banking Services (2750-0235) Referred to by everyone as simply
“Frank’s”– located in Puerto Viejo on the road running parallel to the main street
on the ocean side. From Banco de Costa Rica, make your first left when driving
into town, then make your first right. Located at Cabinas los Almendros on the
right side, just in front of the police station. Moneygram services available.
Traveler’s checks accepted. Open every day 7am-7pm.
•

Nearly every business accepts either American dollars or colones (although sometimes
the exchange rates are not great when paying in dollars). You will need to exchange
Euros or other currencies for colones or dollars at one of the locations above.
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•

•
•

Credit cards are not widely accepted in Costa Rica, although many restaurants, tourist
agencies, large chains, supermarkets and gas stations do accept them (most small
businesses do not accept them because they are charged huge fees by the banks).
Some businesses add 3.5-6% rate for credit cards, so ask before using them.
It is best to walk/ride around with some cash, but only take as much as you think
you’ll need. Leave the rest in a safe place in the house.
Almost no businesses in Costa Rica accept traveler’s checks. You will need to exchange
them at one of the 3 locations above. Bring your passport with you.

Fires & Smoking
•
•
•

There is a fire department, but it is not close, so fire safety/prevention is important.
No smoking at any time in closed areas of the house, i.e., bedrooms.
Please dispose of all smoking materials properly by extinguishing them with water.

Medical Emergencies
•
A couple of doctors are available 24-hours a day in Puerto Viejo just next to the MEGA
SUPER grocery store. Tel: 2750-0079 Cell: 8870-8029
•
This clinic accepts many of the common travel insurances. They also have an
ambulance service. I recommend seeking help from them first, before going to the
public clinic. If they’r unable to help, he can direct you to the appropriate place.
•
You can call 911, but the response is often slow. We don’t recommend waiting for an
ambulance. You should always feel free to ask Janet or Nick for assistance. We can
arrange emergency transport at any time.

House policies
•
This is a community
of builders,
restauranteurs,
shopkeepers,
fishermen, and, of
course, cabinas and
rentals, as such we
ask that you respect
a 10:00 PM quiet
time on week days
Monday to Friday,
and use discretion
on the weekends,
please.
Expect us to be howling at 4:15 AM, while we expect quiet
after 10:00PM, weekends we give you a little slack!
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•

•

All of our’s security depends on the cooperation of hosts, guests and neighbors who
commit to keeping our neighborhood safe. Please DO NOT bring people to the
property without prior permission from your hosts. If you “meet someone” in town,
great, but keep those relations there. Unregistered guests are not permitted. All
services/service providers should wait at the gate for you.
Pool and hot tub are for the registered guests only. This is an insurance issue and we
appreciate your cooperation.

House Details
Bathrooms, Toilets & Hot Tub
•
•

•

Our guests typically love the outdoor showers, vegetation, screens and/or curtains provide
cover to maintain modesty.

As in most of Latin America,
the septic systems are not
designed to handle paper
products, and they will
back up if non-organic
waste is flushed down the
toilet. Please throw toilet
paper, feminine hygiene
products, etc. in the
trashcan beside the toilet.
This garbage can be
disposed of with the regular
household garbage.
The Hot Tub is cleaned and
sanitized after each guest.
To allow us to keep our
prices low, we do not heat
it unless requested. A small
fee of $25 per stay is
charged to prepare and
maintain for your use.

Did you know sloths poop just once per week? Not
quite that way with humans, so we ask that you please
dispose of toilet paper and all other personal items in

Cleaning & Laundry Service
•
The house is cleaned before and after every renter. If you feel that something has
been overlooked, please don’t hesitate to tell us and we will address the issue as soon
as possible.
•
If you wish to have an intermittent cleaning, please let us know. A mid-stay cleaning
takes 2-4 hours upstairs and costs $40 per floor level, it includes linen change and
general cleaning of surfaces and floors.
•
Use of the laundry facilities, is $10 a load for wash and dry, self-service.
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Feedback, Suggestions, and Reviews
•
We welcome and really appreciate your suggestions and feedback. We want our
guests to have a wonderful stay at Angler’s Lair and hearing what you like, or do
not like, helps us make the experience better for future guests.
•
If the house does not meet your expectations, PLEASE let us know directly. We
appreciate the feedback and will do our best to remedy the situation.
•
If you have a good experience, we would be very grateful if you share your
experiences with fellow travelers on your booking site (TripAdvisor, VRBO, HomeAway,
Flipkey, AirBnB, etc.) Many of guests arrive as a referral from a friend, and we will
reward you!
Flashlights, Power Outages, and Storms
•
If you don’t have a flashlight, we recommend purchasing one. If you are going out
after 4 PM, take a flashlight. Night falls fast, and on moonless nights it is pitch black!
Besides, you’ll probably use it most for spotting the frogs at night in the garden.
•
There are periodic power outages in the area. They usually last only a few minutes,
and rarely last more than ½ hour.
•
There are emergency candles in the apartment. They double as mood decor for
romantic dining or entertainment when the careless moth flies too close.
•
In the event of a big storm, please move your valuables into the closed rooms and
shut the windows to protect electronics from misty rain. Also, use caution outside as
branches, coconuts, and bromeliads may fall from trees.
Gardens & Jungle
•
Many interesting and beautiful animals visit the property; hummingbirds, butterflies,
two- and three-toed sloths, howler and capuchin monkeys, parrots, toucans, macaws,
and agoutis. To see more, try hiking in Manzanillo or Cahuita parks, or visit the Jaguar
Rescue Center and La Ceiba here or the Tree of Life in Cahuita.
•
The spiders often look scary, but they are NOT dangerous. Snakes are very rare to see
and incidents are even more rare (falling coconuts are much more dangerous!)
•
You are welcome to walk around and explore the variety of plants & animals on the
property and in the nearby jungle.
•
A tip from the locals: shake out your shoes in case a critter has crawled in and don’t
pet the fuzzy caterpillars!
•
Our gardener, Pedro visits weekly, but is often stopping by to put something new in the
dirt, or swap something out for another one of his clients. He is a knowledgable and
friendly man who delights in sharing his knowledge. He has been our friend and
collaborator in the garden for 13 years, he’s like family and takes his role seriously.

Internet & Phone
•
The internet connection is available through a wireless router and should come up
automatically as: Anglers Lair. The password is: duck3825, alternatively Netgear 37
with mightlylotus832, if the first fails.
•
If you notice the internet is not working correctly, it is usually fixed by a simple reset.
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•

For international calls we recommend buying a Viajera phone card. You can find a
5000 colones (approximately $10) card in any grocery store. In general, you get about
17 minutes for $10.
o To use the card: from any Costa Rican cell phone or landline phone dial 1199, enter

the pin # on the card, and call the international number.
o You must dial the country code at the beginning of an international phone number.

Here are country codes for many of our guests:
▪
▪
▪
▪

North America: U.S. = 001, Canada=001, Mexico=0052
Europe: Belgium=0032, Denmark=0045, France=0033, Germany=0049, Italy=0039,
Netherlands=0031, Portugal=00351, Spain=0034, Sweden= 0046, Switzerland=0041, U.K.=0044.
Latin America: Argentina=0054, Brazil 0055, Colombia=0057, Panama 00507, Peru= 0051.
Other Regions: Australia=0061, China=0086, Israel=00972, Japan=0081, New Zealand=0064,
South Africa=0027.

o If someone is calling a Costa Rican phone number from the U.S. or Canada, they must

dial 011-506 before the phone number. From most other countries, callers must dial
00-506 before the number.

Kitchen, Food, and Gas Tank
•
The gas stove will sputter when the gas tank is running out. We try to refill it before it
gets too low, but let us know if it’s sputtering, and we will happily replace it. It’s
likely you will need to use a lighter to ignite it as electronic ignition switches rarely
last long here in the jungle.
•
Please store ALL food in plastic containers or in the refrigerator so as not to attract
jungle inhabitants (who will quickly find any food you leave out!)
•
All organic garbage (fruit, veg, and meat) can be tossed into the
jungle. Seriously. It will be gone before you know it, and it’s
best if you do it in small batches instead of accumulating it in a
bucket.
•
Zuri is a competent plate scraper, and a reasonable amount of
table scraps are ok, but please avoid feeding her at the table if
you can prevent it. She’s developing a few bad manners…
•
We provide French presses for your coffee needs.

MEASURE

FILL

1 scoop per
cup of water

Fill with HOT
water

STIR

STEEP

Coffee and
water

Let set for 3-4
minutes

PRESS

CLEAN

Slowly press
& serve at
once

Rinse both
filter and
pitcher
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Lights & Fans
•
You can leave an outside light on when you are out and coming back at dark.
•
In general, please turn off all lights and fans when you are not using them. If you feel
safer, you are welcome to leave an outside light on when you’re sleeping. We try to
reduce energy use, but also understand, and support, personal security.

Trash & Recycling
•
Trash: Includes waste from
bathrooms and kitchen. If
you bag it and put it in the
trash can by the stairs, we
will take it to the road for
pick up on Monday mornings.
•
Recycling: Please recycle
containers that are glass,
plastic, tin and aluminum.
The recycling truck comes to
the driveway on Tuesday
mornings; we’ll do that for
you, too.
•

Organic: All organic goes out
into the jungle. Everything—
bones, coffee grounds,
vegetable matter, everything.
Save it in the compost to dump
once per day, or just fling it
from he sink!

Please do not put any organic waste in garbage. All
recycling (plastic, glass, metal) can be co-mingled in one
container, we collect aluminum for a woman in town, and

Water – Drinking, Cleaning & the Pump/Well
• We have a public water agency that supplies water. This water is safe for people to
drink. We provide bottled water for your peace of mind.
• We have a small tank for water storage. Please be conscious of your water use – while
there is plentiful rainfall at certain times of year, sometimes they ration our water,
and sometimes it is turned off for maintenance or construction projects.
• Because our water contains a lot of calcium, we have to regularly maintain faucets,
toilets, shower heads, etc. If you notice reduced flow, or the toilet seems to run a
lot, please notify us to make repairs. If the toilet won’t flush completely, you can
pour water directly into the bowl to aid it, we provide buckets in the bathroom to
allow this when needed. It’s just a little quirk of a under-engineered and over-used
public water system.
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Out and About
Outside Shower and Towels
•
Please rinse excessive sand off after coming from the beach by using a hose to rinse
yourself and your beachwear. If sand accumulates in the shower it can be swept out,
not down the drain.
•
I provide sarongs for beach use, please don’t take the house towels to the beach.
Bikes
•
Bikes are the primary means of transportation for many of our guests. You can safely
ride on the roads at any time of day, but please keep an eye out for cars. We don’t
recommend riding at night. Although many locals and travelers ride at night, the roads
are generally not lit and there is a higher risk of theft or accidents. If you do ride at
night, please use caution, wear a safety vest and bring good flashlights.
•
For bike rentals, you can rent from us for $5 per bike per day, or go to the
Supermarket el DUENDE GOURMET. There is also MONKEY RENTALS 8717-2372.
Once you reach the main road go left 100m for MONKEY RENTAL or 150m for DUENDE
GOURMET left side. Please check the bikes to make sure they are working before you
take them out, but you can always bring the bikes back for repairs or replacement if
there are issues.
Playa Chiquita and Punta Uva Beach
•
One of the most beautiful beaches in Costa Rica is right outside your door! Once you
reach the main road go to the right about 100 meters until you see a small open path
on the left, across from a small Restaurant. The first little bay you encounter has a bit
of an undertow. Be careful. You can go in the water here, but do not swim or lift your
feet off the bottom. Once you reach the beach you can walk about 20 minutes to your
right all the way to the point of Punta Uva or all the way to Puerto Viejo to your left.
On the left there are some lovely tide pools, safe for kids and fun to just wallow in!
•
A beach guard patrols the beach daily, but please don’t take any valuables to the
beach.
•
Punta Uva (“Grape Point”) is named after sea grape trees on the point. The point is
the small peninsula about 1500 m to your right when looking from our beach path.
•
We have snorkel equipment available for use or you can rent snorkeling at MONKEY
RENTALS or at the Dive Center, which is located just behind Punta Uva Lounge.
•
There are kayaks available to rent at Pacho Adventures, which is on the beach near
Punta Uva Lounge. You can take them up the Punta Uva River or kayak in the ocean.

Enjoy your stay at angler’s

lair!
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If the equatorial pull of the hammock releases you, here are a few
things to see, do, and post pictures of on Facebook!
Water Activities
Surfing
-

SUP
-

There are a number of great instructors available. The instructor will pick you up at, or near,
our house and drop you at a location of your choosing after the lesson. You will be taken to a
beach chosen for the appropriateness of the level of difficulty, and will likely have others
taking the class with you, unless you are a larger group or specify you want a private lesson.
Please inform the instructor of you level of experience with surfing, and if you are quite tall
and/or solidly built, please let him know so he can be sure to have a board big enough to
carry you! Approximately $45 per person.
HERSHEL: 8357-7703
Stand up paddle boarding is a great activity for the whole family. A chance to explore the
rivers, see wildlife, and if you are keen, take the board out on the ocean and catch a few
waves. LEO: 8339-2396

Kayaking
- Explore the rivers by kayak, either on your own, or with a guide. Kayaks can be rented from
the beach at Punta Uva and Manzanillo near Maxi’s Restaurant. For kayak tours, contact
Jackson at TASTY TOURS: 2750 0507.
Snorkeling and Scuba
- There are a number of great spots to get in the water and snorkel. From Puerto Viejo to
Punta Mona, depending on water conditions. Check with a local before going in, as some
sections of beach have a pretty strong current.
- There are also two dive shops, one at Punta Uva, and one in Puerto Viejo, for those who
wish to scuba dive!
Snorkels can be rented at:
Punta Uva Dive Center: http://www.puntauvadivecenter.com/, 2759-9191 / 8844-4432
Monkey Rentals: 8171-2372 / 6184-8477 ( snorkels and fins )
Reef Runners dive shop: http://www.reefrunnerdivers.com/
Fishing/Dolphins/Snorkeling
- We own and operate Wahoo Fishing Tours. You can fish, see dolphins, and do some
snorkeling, all in one tour on a safe, comfortable 20’ center console fiberglass boat.
WAHOO FISHING: 8601-5294 / 2750-0393
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Animals
Jaguar Rescue Center
- One of the most popular attractions in the area is the Jaguar Rescue Center. They do
amazing work with rescuing, treating and rehabilitating animals for release into the wild.
You will see an incredible variety of animals. Monkeys, sloths, margays, assorted birds,
anteaters, caymen, too many to name. The best part is feeding and playing with the
monkeys.
- http://www.jaguarrescue.com/
- 2750-0710
- Mon-Sat tours at 9:30 and 11:30 (be at least 15 minutes early)
Sloth
-

Sanctuary. (DUE TO CONFIRMED REPORTS, WE NO LONGER RECOMMEND THIS ACTIVITY)
Near Cahuita, the Sloth Sanctuary is the full sloth experience.
http://www.slothsanctuary.com/
Tours available Tues – Saturday, available on the hour from 8AM – 2PM

ARA Macaw preserve
- http://thearaproject.org/
- Visitation to the Manzanillo site is daily from 3 – 5:30 with prior reservation. This is one of
my favorites!! TIRZA:8971-1436

TOURS
These are only some of the tours you can do while in Puerto Viejo, Costa Rica. While most tour
operators provide incentives to referral sources. As a tour operator ourselves, we understand the
pros and cons of this. We will help you, of course, but we don’t make a business of selling tours.
Hiking
- You can hike on your own, or hire a guide. There are many great hiking spots nearby. The
most popular are the Gandaco Reserve in Manzanillo and the national park in Cahuita. If you
plan on doing lots of hiking or ziplining tours I recommend bringing running shoes or some
other close-toed shoes. Florentino: 8841-2732, Junior “Jungle Man” Palmer:8824-4671
and Omar: 2759-9143 speak Spanish, English and a little Dutch. Abel Bustamente Cerdas,
8895 7394 Spanish speaking only.
Chocolate
- Caribbeans Chocolate: 8836 8930 http://www.caribeanscr.com/
Great tour, amazing chocolate, wonderful coffee, a sample room to try before you buy, and
a 10% discount on all products for customers who have done a tour! At Cocles beach. Try the
chili chocolate…and the Thai curry… and the …
-

ChocoArt Lounge & Cacao Farm: 2750-0075 or 8866-7493 10 minutes’ walk south of
Angler’s Lair. They put out a sign to let people know when they are doing tours. This is
the original chocolate tour, and the Swiss family maintains many of the classic practices.
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Horses
- Dreamed of riding horseback on a tropical beach? Who hasn’t? Enjoy the beach AND the
jungle from atop a horse! Raul: 6075-0243, Prancing Pony: 8335 9506 or 8475 6087
Waterfalls of Bribri Indians
- You can go with a tour company, or arrange a trip to the waterfalls yourself with one of the
local taxi drivers! Make sure and ask about river conditions…sometimes if there’s been a lot
or rain the river is a bit fast.
- Junior “Jungle Man” Palmer: 8824-4671 or Ivan 8340-8196. Ivan also conducts tours to
an Indian village (can even arrange overnights).
Ziplining/Rafting/etc.
-

There are a number of Tour operators in town. They have a full array of different
adventures. Two of the most popular tours are Ziplining and Rafting.
Terraventuras: 2750-0750
http://www.terraventuras.com/
Exploradores Outdoors: Tel. (506) 2750-2020 / 2750-2121
www.exploradoresoutdoors.com
Gecko: Tel. (506) 2756-8412
www.GeckoTrail.com
info@geckotrail.com

Spa Day
-

Pure Jungle Spa: 2756-8413
purejunglespa@yahoo.com
http://www.purejunglespa.com/
Body and Mind Playa Chiquita Spa: 8951-2690 (Denise)—house visits available!

Annual Events— Rasta Tope, Chocolate Festival, Tico Man, Open Pro
Surf Competitions, Bike Races, etc.
-There are assorted annual events in the Puerto Viejo area, from bike races to music and
art festivals. Ask Nick and Janet for any events that might be happening during your
visit.
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Restaurants & Nightlife Must-Do’s
Best eats in Playa Chiquita: La Botanica, Pita Bonita, Bambucha, Wandha, Pura Gula,
GypSea, Selvin’s, Punto y Pasta and Solo Bueno. You don’t have to go far to have an
amazing meal. And if you want some live music, Saturday night/Calypso night at La Biela
is a fun time.
HOT ROCKS: In the center of town and the heart of the village! Daily breakfast and
happy hour specials, full bar and restaurant and a SWINGSET view of the harbor!, Full
disclosure: We are partners in this bar/restaurant. We offer a weekly schedule and the
BEST live music in the Caribe. Open daily 7AM to 2AM, except Tuesday, 11AM-12PM
Monday: Puerto Viejo LIVE! An ever-changing lineup of dancers, musicians and
entertainers from Acrobatic Tella Dancers to Zumba and Fire, Drummers, Jugglers and
Comics in between.
Tuesday: BINGO from 7-11 with cash prizes and extra giveaways. Lighten your pockets
of all those colones= 100 c per card per game.
Wednesday: OPEN JAM, Puerto Viejo’s longest running open mic night with house band.
Thursday: LIVE MUSIC, various artists rotate in/out
Friday: KARAOKE with the talented Monica & Pollo and their bag of props, costumes and
incentive shots!
Saturday: PLAN B—Rock, Reggae and Latino. The best band in town with the biggest
sound!
Sunday: SALSA! SALSA! SALSA! Free latino dance lessons, CARIBBEAN KINGS perform
live, and FREE bocas!
Tasty Waves: for daily happy hour specials, Tacos, cold beer and some of the best service
in the area, Tasty Waves is our favorite place to hang out. They have theme nights with
various deals, and the most famous party in town.
Monday: 2 x 1 Margaritas, Movie night
Tuesday: ‘Tasty Tuesday’ is an all-night party, if that’s what you’re after. If not, just pop
in for 2 X 1 tacos and beer specials.
Wednesday: closed
Thursday: Trivia Night
Friday: Live Music
Saturday: Karaoke
Sunday: Funday…all-day happy hour, football
Bread and Chocolate: Brunch extraordinaire!
Salsa Brava: Great place to hang and watch the surfers ride the namesake wave. Wanda
makes amazing little snacks and local-inspired beverages.
Soda Tamara: For great local food, delicious happy hour cocktails, and a perfect location
for people-watching, head to Soda Tamara, one of the original ‘Soda’s” on the main strip
in Puerto Viejo. Their Rondon, Pargo Entaro, and Caribbean Chicken are excellent. I
haven’t tried the mixed seafood plate, but it looks really good.
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Laslo’s/Catch of the Day: For the freshest fish, caught and prepared by the gregarious
host, head to Laslos just this side of Puerto Viejo. There is no sign marking his
restaurant, but it’s an orange building with fish stencils on the ocean side. Get there
early, as he often sells out, and take your appetite, the simply prepared plates are huge.
Como En Casa: Above the butcher shop in Puerto you’ll find Como En Casa, a veg/vegan
café (I know, weird the meat shop is below). Best cappuccino in town! Hands down! And
their sweets are delicious. I like their wraps, too. Some yummy options for gluten-free
eaters as well.
BEST Street Food: At Cocles beach, listen for the roots reggae and look for a rasta in a
knit hat manning a food cart. That’s Cristian, and he makes the best Jerk Chicken, rice
and beans and Alabama slaw you’ve ever eaten! Not to mention the traditional Caribbean
drinks! Tell him I sent you, I love this guy AND his food!!
Patty, Patty, Patty: If you hear someone calling, that guy in the white shirt is Franklin. He
rides his bike up and down the coast selling meat patties and dessert patties. The patties
are good, but the drinks in plastic bags are awesome. I like to buy a bag of Hiel/Agua De
Sapo/Ginger (it goes by all these names), and bring it home to mix with ice and rum!
Yum.
Dancing/Clubbing/Live Music: Just follow the music. Check out Hot Rocks, Mangos, Lazy
Mon, Maritza…things start hopping around 10pm, although there’s often an early show.
Craft Beer: some of the local bars/restaurants are starting to carry craft beer on tap.
The Point has the best selection so far. Bribri Springs at Kaya’s Place, just west of Puerto
Viejo, brews an ever-evolving assortment of beers made from standard ingredients and
some specialty beers with tropical fruits. The cacao stout is my favorite!

Classes— Yoga, Cooking, Spanish Classes
Raining? Sunburnt? Looking for something else to do, just ask!
OM yoga in Puerto Viejo, Treehouse Fitness and Tierra Del Suenos here in Playa Chiquita
offer regular Yoga, Pilates and other fitness classes.
Want to learn how to cook traditional Caribbean food, use those weird vegetables you
see at market, or even have a real local meal prepared in your home?! I can help set
that up for you.
There are a number of private language instructors and at least one accredited school in
the area. Let us know if you have an interest in connecting with them.
The list of things to do is varied and changes frequently depending on the season and
who/what’s in the area at the time you are visitin. Ask your hosts for suggestions and
contact information.
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OTHER
Are you a runner? This is an amazing place to get yourself race ready, or just take some
nice, easy jogs on the road or the beach.
Are you into wildlife photography? The light here is amazing, and there are some colorful
and unique beasties for the shutterbug to stalk.
A reader? There’s a big book exchange in Puerto at Café Rico and we have a generous
amount of reading material for loan as well.
A cook? The Saturday Market-called Feria- in Puerto is always unique, with unique
ingredients grown in local farms. A smaller version comes to Playa Chiquita on
Wednesday morning at La Biela.
Have a look at this link if you wonder about the area and how it is different from/better
than the rest of Costa Rica! http://www.puertoviejosatellite.com/about.php
ENJOY YOUR VISIT!!!
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